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Statutory Licensing Sub-
Committee 
9 May 2024 

 
Time 
 

10.30 am Public Meeting? YES Type of meeting Regulatory 

Venue 
 

Committee Room 3 - 3rd Floor - Civic Centre 

Membership 
 
Chair Cllr Zee Russell (Lab) 
  
 
Labour Conservative  

Cllr Gillian Wildman 
 

Cllr Jonathan Crofts 
 

 
 

Quorum for this meeting is two Councillors. 
 
Information for the Public 
 
If you have any queries about this meeting, please contact the Democratic Services team: 

Contact Donna Cope, Democratic Services Officer 
Tel/Email Tel: 01902 554452 Email: donna.cope@wolverhampton.gov.uk 
Address Democratic Services, Civic Centre, 1st floor, St Peter’s Square, 

Wolverhampton WV1 1RL 
 
Copies of other agendas and reports are available from: 
 

Website  www.wolverhampton.moderngov.co.uk1  
Email democratic.services@wolverhampton.gov.uk  
Tel 01902 550320 
 
Please take note of the protocol for filming and recording of, and use of social media in, meetings, copies 
of which are displayed in the meeting room. 
 
Some items are discussed in private because of their confidential or commercial nature. These reports 
are not available to the public. 
 
 
 

http://www.wolverhampton.moderngov.co.uk1/
mailto:democratic.services@wolverhampton.gov.uk
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Agenda 

 

Agenda 
 
Part 1 – items open to the press and public 
 
Item No. Title 
  
1 Apologies for absence  
  
2 Declarations of interest  
  
3 Licensing Act 2003 - Application for a Review of a Premises Licence in 

respect of Three Tuns News, 512 Stafford Road, Wolverhampton, WV10 6AN 
(Pages 3 - 64) 
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 Statutory Licensing Sub-

Committee 
9 May 2024 

  
Report title Licensing Act 2003 – Application for a Review 

of a Premises Licence in respect of Three Tuns 
News, 512 Stafford Road, Wolverhampton, 
WV10 6AN 

  

Wards affected Bushbury North 

Accountable director John Roseblade, Director of Resident Services 

Originating service Licensing  

Accountable employee(s) Debra Craner 
Tel 
Email 

Section Leader 
01902 556055 
Debra.craner@wolverhampton.gov.uk 

   
 
Recommendation for decision: 
 

1. To consider an application for a review of a premises licence.  
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1.0 Purpose 

1.1 To submit for consideration by the Statutory Licensing Sub-Committee an application for 
a review of a premises licence. 

2.0 Background 

2.1 The current premises licence is attached at Appendix 1. 

3.0 Review Application 

3.1 An application was received from Trading Standards on 21 March 2024 for a review of a 
premises licence in respect of Three Tuns News, 512 Stafford Road, Wolverhampton, 
WV10 6AN.  

3.2 The premises is located within the Bushbury North Ward, and a location plan is attached 
at Appendix 2. 

3.3 A copy of the review application is attached at Appendix 3. The review has been brought 
in support of The Prevention of Crime and Disorder and The Protection of Children from 
Harm Licensing Objectives. 

3.4 The notice has been properly served on all Responsible Authorities. The Council has 
complied with the legislative process and displayed the appropriate notice at the 
premises and on the website as required, when the application for review was made. 

3.5 Representations have been received from Public Health, the Licensing Authority and 
West Midlands Police. Copies of these representations can be found at Appendices 4 to 
6 respectively.   

3.6 Trading Standards has provided additional information. This can be found at Appendices 
7 to 10 respectively. 

3.7 The applicant for review, the current Premises Licence Holder and all those who have 
made representations have all been invited to attend. 

4.0 Financial implications 

4.1 There is no fee for the application of a review and there are no direct financial 
implications arising from this report. The fees and charges in relation to the Licensing Act 
2003 are set by the Secretary of State. This was noted by the Statutory Licensing Sub-
Committee on 10 January 2024 [SB/20122023/T].  

5.0 Legal implications 

5.1 Section 51 of the Licensing Act 2003, as amended, states that a Responsible Authority or 
any other person may apply to the relevant licensing authority for a review of a licence. 

5.2 The Licensing Sub-Committee when determining an application for review, pursuant to 
Section 52 of the Licensing Act 2003 has power to take any of the following steps (if any) 
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as it considers appropriate for the promotion of the ‘licensing objectives’ which are listed 
at 5.3. 

a) Modify the conditions of the licence. 

b) Exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence. 

c) Remove the designated premises supervisor. 

d) Suspend the licence for a period not exceeding 3 months. 

e) Revoke the licence.  

5.3 The Four Licensing Objectives are: 

• The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 

• Public Safety 

• The Prevention of Public Nuisance 

• The Protection of Children from Harm 

5.4 In addition, regards shall be had to guidance issued by the Secretary of State under 
Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and Wolverhampton Council’s Licensing Policy 
Statement [RS/26042024-2].  

6.0 Equalities implications 

6.1 This report has human rights implications for both the premises licence holder and the 
residents from the local neighbourhood. Any of the steps outlined in Section 4 of this 
report may have financial implications for a licensee’s business and livelihood and/or may 
have impact on the day to day lives of residents living in close proximity to the premises. 

6.2 Article 8(i) of the European Convention of Human Rights provides that everyone has the 
right to respect for his/her private family life and his/her home (which includes business 
premises). This right may be interfered with by the council on a number of grounds 
including the protection of rights and freedoms of others. The First Protocol – Article 1 – 
also provides that every person entitled to peaceful enjoyment of his possessions and 
shall not be deprived of his possessions except on the public interest and conditions 
provided for by law. Members must accordingly make a decision which is proportionate to 
the hearing and endeavour to find a balance between the rights of the applicant, 
residents, and the community as a whole.  

7.0 All other Implications 

7.1 There are no other direct implications associated with report. 

8.0 Schedule of background papers 
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8.1 None 

9.0 Appendices 

9.1 Appendix 1 – Current Premises Licence 

9.2 Appendix 2 – Location Plan 

9.3 Appendix 3 – Copy of Review Application 

9.4 Appendix 4 – Public Health Representations 

9.5 Appendix 5 – Licensing Authority Representations 

9.6 Appendix 6 – West Midlands Police Representations 

9.7 Appendix 7 – Additional Information provided by Trading Standards 

9.8 Appendix 8 – Additional Information provided by Trading Standards 

9.9 Appendix 9 – Additional Information provided by Trading Standards 

9.10 Appendix 10 – Additional Information provided by Trading Standards 
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From: Ellina Bawa

Sent: 22 March 2024 13:09

To: Licensing

Subject: FW: Premises Review - Three Tuns News, 512 Stafford Road, Wolverhampton, WV10

6AN - PRE874

Attachments: Three Tuns News 11 038793 LPS Review Notice.pdf; PH Reps Three Tuns.docx

Dear Licensing,

I write on behalf of Public Health as a Responsible Authority to submit supporting formal
representations to the above application under the licensing objectives of The Prevention of Crime
and Disorder and Protection of Children from Harm.

Public Health have very serious concerns regarding the sales of illicit tobacco, illicit vapes and
underage sales. This is further exacerbated by the fact that there was no statutory licence
summary on display and the tobacco gantry was openly displaying tobacco products.

The premises not upholding the licensing objectives and failure to comply with the conditions
attached the licensing agreement.

As a Responsible Authority we would expect any business licensed to sell age restricted items, to
act responsibly at all times and promote the key objectives of the Licensing Act 2003.

Public Health is not reassured that the business is operating in adherence to the Licensing Act
and therefore supports Licensing Authorities request to review the current licence. I, or a suitable
representative from Public Health, will be available to attend the hearing and provide further
information as required.

Kind regards,

Ellina

Health Improvement Officer
Public Health
City of Wolverhampton Council
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Sensitivity: PROTECT

Senior Licensing & Compliance Officer
City of Wolverhampton Council

22nd March 2024

Dear ,

Three Tuns News, 512 Stafford Road, Wolverhampton, WV10 6AN - PRE874

Thank you for your email dated 21st March 2024 in reference to the request made by
Trading Standards to review the premises licence for Three Tun News.

I have reviewed the documentation submitted by Trading Standards and would
support the request to review the premises licence under the licensing objectives of:

 The Prevention of Crime and Disorder
 The Protection of Children from Harm

The evidence put forward by Trading Standards is very concerning with the reported
instances showing a clear neglect of the licensing act 2003. Public Health have
serious concerns regarding the sales of illicit tobacco, illicit vapes and underage sales.
This is further exacerbated by the fact that there was no statutory licence summary on
display and the tobacco gantry was openly displaying tobacco products.

Although the government recommend adult smokers to switch from smoking cigarettes
to vapes, vapes are not risk free. There is well established concern about the harms
from vaping, specifically associated with younger people, use of disposable vaping
products has increased substantially, with 52.8% of current vapers using them in 2022,
compared with 7.8% in 2021 and 5.3% in 2020 nationally Nicotine vaping in England:
2022 evidence update main findings - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Considering the reported breaches of licensing conditions and failure to promote
licensing objectives, this provides no assurance to Public Health that the business is
operating in accordance with the Licensing Act. Therefore, Public Health supports the
review of the premises license.

I, or a suitable representative from Public Health, will be available to attend the hearing
and provide further information as required.

Yours sincerely,

Ellina Bawa
Health Improvement Officer
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From: Balvinder Meetca

Sent: 17 April 2024 15:02

To: Licensing

Cc:

Subject: Premises Review - Three Tuns News, 512 Stafford Road, Wolverhampton, WV10

6AN - PRE874

Attachments: Review for Three Tuns News.docx

Sensitivity: PROTECT

Hi team,

I write on behalf of the Licensing Authority as a Responsible Authority to submit formal
representations in support of the review applied for by the Trading Standard, as a Responsible
Authority, due to:

The premises licence holder and management have failed to uphold the licensing objective(s) of
the Prevention of Crime and Disorder, Prevention of Public Nuisance, Public Safety and/or
Protection of Children from Harm.

Regards
Bubbs

Balvinder Meetca
Section Leader

City of Wolverhampton Council
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Licensing Services
City of Wolverhampton Council

18 April 2024

Your reference: PRE874

Dear Licensing,

Application for a review of a Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 2003 -
Three Tuns News, 512 Stafford Road, Wolverhampton, WV10 6AN – PRE874

I write on behalf of the Licencing Authority, as a responsible authority, in support of the
above review application made by Trading Standards. Representations are made in relation
to the licensing objective of ‘Prevention of Crime and Disorder and Protection of Children
from Harm and the failure of the current management of the premises to promote and uphold
these objectives.

On 21 March 2024, Trading Standards submitted an application to review the Premises
Licence. The issues raised by Trading Standards relate to the historic sale of illicit e-cigarette
and illicit tobacco cigarette as part of a test purchase exercise.

Furthermore, on 14 March 2024 following on from a Trading Standard exercise a quantity of
illegal tobacco, including vapes were found on the premises, this together with a failure to
display the Licence Summary as required by the Licensing Act 2003.

The Licensing Authority has concerns over the Premises Licence Holder and Designated
Premises Supervisor Bimla Devi Banga, as the evidence provided by Trading Standards
within their application demonstrates that the premises historically have not adhered to their
legal obligations and are not upholding the licensing objectives ‘of Prevention of Crime and
Disorder and Protection of Children from Harm.

The evidence has shown a historic and present disregard for public safety and following their
legal obligations by the Premises Licence Holder and Designated Premises Supervisor –
Bimla Devi Banga.

If Councillors are satisfied that illegal activities have taken place at the premises, in breach of
upholding the licensing objectives, the Licensing Authority requests that the Statutory
Licensing Sub-Committee ensure these issues are addressed in accordance with Section 52
of the Licensing Act 2003 and guidance issued by the Secretary of State under 182 of the
Act, together with City of Wolverhampton Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy.
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Councillors may conclude from the evidence given within the review application and at the
hearing in order to promote the licensing objectives of Crime and Disorder and Public Safety
that modification of the premises licence or suspension of the licence to ensure the current
management of the premises fully understands their roles and responsibilities is not a suitable
option and that there is no alternative but to revoke the licence.

The Licensing Authority fully supports the review application brought by Trading Standards
and concludes the above issues must be resolved in order to promote the licensing
objectives of Prevention of Crime and Disorder, Prevention of Public Nuisance, Protection of
Children from Harm and Public Safety. I shall be in attendance at the hearing, should
Councillors have any questions or require any further assistance.

Yours sincerely,

Balvinder Kaur Meetca

Section Leader - Licensing
On behalf of the Licensing Authority
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From: WV Licensing police

Sent: 27 March 2024 07:31

To: Licensing

Cc:

Subject: RE: [External]: Premises Review - Three Tuns News, 512 Stafford Road,

Wolverhampton, WV10 6AN - PRE874

�  

Good Morning,

West Midlands Police wish to raise suppor� ng representa� ons in rela� on to this Premise Licence Review, under the 
licensing objec� ves The Preven� on of Crime and Disorder and The Protec� on of Children from harm.

Kind Regards

Kayley Nixon
Police Licensing Officer
Licensing Department

Working in partnership, making communities safer
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Signed                                                Date 29th April 2024 
 

1 / 2 

 

STATEMENT OF WITNESS 
 

(Criminal Procedure Rules r16, Criminal Justice Act 1967 s 9, 
Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980 s 5A(3)(a) and 5B) 

 
 
STATEMENT OF: Lauren Kendrick        
 
AGE Over 18 years         
 
OCCUPATION: District Officer      
 
This statement, consists of Two pages signed by me, is true to the best of my 

knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall 

be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be 

false or do not believe to be true.  

 

Date: 29th April 2024                             Signed   
 

 
 

1. I am Lauren Kendrick, currently employed as a District Officer for Wolverhampton 

City Council.   

2. On Thursday 14th March 2024, between 10:44hrs and 11:22hrs, together with 

other council and police officers I attended ‘Banga Stores’, 512 Stafford Road, 

WV10 6AN to conduct a search: Operation CECE under the Consumer Rights Act 

2015 and Tobacco & Related Products Regulations 2016. 

3. On arrival, a woman I now know to be Bimla Devi BANGA B: 30th October 1964 of 

6 Richmond Drive, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JE was standing directly behind the 

serving hatch, next to the cash till. She introduced herself as the mother of the 

owner.  
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Continuation Sheet: Two                           Statement of :Lauren Kendrick  

 

 
 

Signed                                    Date 29th April 2024 
 

2 / 4 

4. My role during this search was that of Exhibits Officer, I completed Search Book 

S074, a search of the ground floor shop and stock room was conducted by other 

council officers District Officer Gill, Licensing Investigator Atkinson, Tobacco 

Control Officer Slack who left the search at 11:05hrs, same date and Police 

Officers 9057 Keates, 26321 Jones and 0773 Pearson.  

 

At 10:48hrs, same date following a search of the bottom drawer of a ‘celebration 

card display’ Council Officer Slack handed me exhibit DS1 - BH Gold 24 x packets, 

exhibit DS2 - L&M Blue 13 x packets, exhibit DS3 - BH Silver 6 x packets and 

exhibit DS4 - Amber Leaf 5 x pouches, all suspected illegal tobacco, exhibit DS5 - 

R&M Tornado 7 x vapes and exhibit DS6 Hayati Pro Attra 6 x vapes, suspected 

illegal vapes.   

All items were placed inside a bag and secured with seal 3744988.   

5. At 10:54hrs, same date Council Officer Slack handed me further exhibits that had 

been seized from behind the till area, recovered from within the cash drawer, 

exhibit DS7 - Amber Leaf pouches x 4, exhibit DS8 - BH Gold x 5 packets, exhibit 

DS9 – BH Silver x 6 packets and exhibit DS10 – L&M Blue x 6 packets, all 

suspected illegal tobacco.  

These items were placed inside a bag ad secured with seal 3744988. 

6. I can now produce the Premise Search Book as Exhibit Reference LMK/1 

(Exhibit Number            ) 

7. I later placed all seized property subject of this search inside the store room 

located at Civic Centre, WV1 1SH.  
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Continuation Sheet: Two                           Statement of :Lauren Kendrick  

 

 
 

Signed                                    Date 29th April 2024 
 

3 / 4 
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Continuation Sheet: Two                           Statement of :Lauren Kendrick  

 

 
 

Signed                                    Date 29th April 2024 
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